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Abstract 
The Hampshire County Development Authority hired Practical Preservation to conduct a historic survey of 
the former Hampshire Memorial Hospital in Romney, WV.  The Hampshire County Development 
Authority desires to apply for a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfields Clean-up Grant 
to abate hazardous materials inside the historic structure.  Additionally, the Hampshire County 
Development Authority has applied for CDBG funds (which is a program from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) for demolition of the building.  In order to meet the requirements of 
the two grants, an assessment of the resource’s eligibility is necessary under Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966.   

After conducting a site visit and historic research, Practical Preservation recommends that the former 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for 
its association with the development of post-war community hospitals as part of a national building 
campaign resulting from the Hill-Burton Act. 

While the consultant can make a recommendation of eligibility, the WV State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) will offer the final Determination of Eligibility.  In order to expedite the review process, this report 
includes an Assessment of Effect although the WV State Historic Preservation Office has not yet reviewed 
the site or provided an official Determination of Eligibility on the Hampshire Memorial Hospital.  

This document follows the guidelines set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in “Section 106 
Regulations, Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR 800) as well as those set forth in the Code of State 
Regulations (82 CSR 2) for assessing the effects of the proposed undertaking may have on National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP)-listed or NRHP-eligible properties identified within the Area of Potential Effect 
(APE).   

In this report, the potential project effect to the one identified NRHP eligible property within the APE is 
evaluated using the Criteria of Adverse Effect as outlined in 36 CFR 800.5.  These criteria establish that an 
adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics of a 
historic property that would qualify the property for inclusion in the NRHP in a manner that would diminish 
the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.   

The proposed demolition project will have an Adverse Effect on the recommended eligible Hampshire 
Memorial Hospital. 
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Introduction and Project Description 
The Hampshire County Development Authority (HCDA) currently owns the former Hampshire Memorial 
Hospital site in Romney, WV (Figure 1).  In order to prepare the property for the potential demolition of 
the hospital and redevelopment of the site, the HCDA sought to abate hazardous materials found inside 
the building through an application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through their 
Brownfields Redevelopment Grant program. Additionally, the HCDA plans to fund the future demolition 
of the building through the use of CDBG grant funds which is a program through the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  As part of these processes, the applicant must follow the procedures 
outlined in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and its implementing 
regulations, 36 CFR 800.   

These regulations require that Federal agencies consider the effects of their proposed undertaking on 
historic properties and afford the WV SHPO the opportunity to comment on such undertakings.  These 
procedures also establish guidelines for identifying participants in the process, identifying historic 
properties that may be affected by the proposed undertaking, assessing the effects the undertaking may 
have on historic properties and resolving adverse effects the project may have on historic properties. 

The HCDA hired Practical Preservation to survey the former hospital and identify if the property is eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places. Because of the expedited nature of the grant application, this 
report includes both an eligibility recommendation as well as a discussion of the proposed effects of the 
project on historic resources.  Field investigations took place on March 1, 2021.  This report does not 
include any archaeological investigations.  

Setting 
The former Hampshire Memorial Hospital is located on a quiet street at the end of a mixed-use area 
within the municipal limits of North Romney (Figure 2).  The County’s Emergency Rescue Squad is located 
on adjacent parcels to the east and a West Virginia State Police Barracks is located to the south.  North of 
the Hospital is the Potomac Center, a residential treatment facility for students while a waste water 
treatment plant is located northeast of the building. The topography is flat with an asphalt parking lot 
south, east and west of the building.  A large, grassy yard is located to the northwest, north and 
northeast.   

Historic Research 
Practical Preservation conducted background and archival research online due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic to determine if any previous surveys were completed and to identify any historic trends which 
may have contributed to the development of the resource.  Using this information in conjunction with 
data gathered during fieldwork, Practical Preservation prepared a historic context for the project and 
completed a Historic Property Inventory form for the site.   

The historic context prepared for this project centers on the post-war construction boom that brought 
medical facilities into rural areas through a Federal government program.  This context is necessary to 
understand the resource as part of a larger historical movement and aims to connect the development of 
the Hampshire Memorial Hospital to this post-war building campaign.  
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Historic Context 
In the 1950s, Romney and the surrounding countryside in Hampshire County remained very rural with 
much of its population involved in the agricultural sector.  The nearest hospitals at the time were located 
in Cumberland, Maryland or Winchester, Virginia; both nearly one hour distance by automobile. 
Hampshire County representatives recognized a need to provide residents with access to quality medical 
care in the region and participated in a Federal-state initiative to improve the healthcare of Hampshire 
County.   

The Hampshire County Court (which was a precursor to the Hampshire County Commission) sought to 
rectify the lack of a medical facility by establishing a hospital within the County. After meeting with a 
group of Hampshire County citizens which included local physicians, nurses and dentists, as well as L.D. 
Smith, identified as a “Hospital Architect of Fairmont,” the County Court agreed to move forward with the 
project.1   A resolution was passed on October 22, 1955 to establish a 40 bed hospital in Romney, if 
Federal funds could be secured.2  In January, 1956, county residents approved the first levy to support 
construction of the hospital.  H.F. Smith, President of the Hampshire County Court, secured 5.64 acres of 
land in north Romney from the State Board of Education in 1956 (formerly lands belonging to the WV 
School for the Deaf and Blind).3  The Hampshire County Court applied for and received a federal grant for 
$439,200 to support the construction of a 40 bed hospital which had a total estimated cost of $720,000.4   

Hampshire Memorial Hospital was a recipient of this funding through the Federal Hospital Survey and 
Construction Act of 1946, and commonly referred to as the Hill-Burton Act, which originally provided 
specific funds for the construction of hospital facilities in areas that were underserved.5  As a result of a 
lack of investment in health care during the Great Depression and later, World War II, it was estimated 
that there was a deficit of 900,000 hospital beds throughout the United States.6  The Federal Hospital 
Survey and Construction Act aimed to address the looming health care crisis as well as provide work for 
the thousands of soldiers returning to the United States.  The program was a partnership between the 
Federal government and each state through a designated state agency.7  In West Virginia, that agency 
was the West Virginia Department of Health.  The survey identified hospital needs and the state agency 
administered Federal funds to address that need.8  As a result, most early funding went to rural and/or 
impoverished communities.  As a result of accepting this funding, the US Public Health Service required 

                                                           
1 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), October 23, 1955, page 18. 
2 The Raleigh Register, (Beckley, WV) November 9, 1955, Page 1. 
3 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland Maryland), April 1, 1956, page 30. 
4 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), July 20, 1956, page 28. 
5 Jeanne Kisacky, “An Architectural History of Community Hospitals,” AMA Journal of Ethics, 2019; 21 (3):E288-296, 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, accessed March 
1, 2021. 
6 Labor-Health, Education, and Welfare Appropriations for 1956, Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the 
Committee of Appropriations, United States Senate, 84th Congress, First Session on H.R. 5046. United 
States: n.p., 1955, 352. 
7 Judith and Lestor Lave, “The Hospital Construction Act: An Evaluation of the Hill-Burton Act,” 
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/The-Hospital-Construction-Act-Text.pdf?x91208, accessed 
March 1, 2021. 
8 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, 
accessed March 1, 2021. 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/The-Hospital-Construction-Act-Text.pdf?x91208
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
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that recipients followed design and equipment standards to ensure the establishment of modern 
hospitals.9 

The original Hill-Burton Act determined the need for investment in medical facilities based on the number 
(4.5) of hospital beds per each 1,000 person population; this ratio skewed the needs of each community 
and especially hurt inner-city urban areas who were not eligible for funding because they had numerous 
beds, although oftentimes they were in obsolete facilities.10  The original Hill-Burton Act prioritized rural 
areas with the goal to establish 30-50 bed hospitals in less financially secure communities, of which West 
Virginia had many.  An additional early failure of this policy was that it codified racial segregation in these 
federally subsidized hospitals, until the law was challenged in Federal court in 1963 and repealed in the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964.11 

The Federal act also mandated the design of the facility catered to “hospital services and not solely 
architectural attractiveness.  A well designed project will have both, plus economy features relating to 
operations.  The design should be such as to permit flexibility to meet changing medical care trends as 
these relate to physical features.”12  The standards also include the use of color (not for decorative 
reasons), air-conditioning, and modern medical equipment such as x-ray machines, pathology and a 
television in the operating room.13 

The modern development of hospitals moved toward a reliance on efficiency and the use of medical 
interventions such as penicillin rather than fresh air and sunlight as was the case in some mid-century 
European hospitals.14  

In 1948, there was an effort amongst architects and the US Public Health Service to create a typical plan 
for different size hospitals to work in conjunction with each other.  Called the Coordinated Hospital 
System, this plan incorporated teaching/research hospitals with district hospitals, rural health centers, 
and local health centers to create a comprehensive approach to medical facility design and access.15   The 
typical 40-bed general hospital plan allowed for future expansion without the need for complete 
remodeling.16  This plan also was amongst the most economical, with all services centered around the 
nurses’ station.    

A magazine called the Architectural Record shared typical designs for hospitals and health care facilities of 
which laid out exactly the dimensions and floorplans necessary to achieve a functional, efficient and 

                                                           
9 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, 
accessed March 1, 2021. 
10 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, 
accessed March 1, 2021, page 9. 
11 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-
health-care-transformation, March 2, 2021. 
12 Labor-Health, Education, and Welfare Appropriations for 1956, Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the 
Committee of Appropriations, United States Senate,  84th Congress, First Session on H.R. 5046. United 
States: n.p., 1955, 352. 
13 Ibid, 352. 
14 https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-
life-and-death-123377, accessed March 3, 2021. 
15 Architectural Record, Vol. 103, No. 1, as found in https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf, page 93 
16 Architectural Record, Vol. 103, No. 1, as found in https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf, page 98. 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-health-care-transformation
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-health-care-transformation
https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf
https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf
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modern medical facility which are illustrated on the following page.  These plans allowed local architects 
to add minor details or aesthetic flourishes to an already proven plan.   

 

Photo 1. A typical 40-bed hospital design, 1948 as found in Architectural Record. Note the similar plan to Hampshire Memorial. 

Architect L.D. Schmidt and Son of Fairmont designed the new 40 bed hospital in 1957 which was laid out 
in a Patriarchal cruciform shape with a long, narrow plan crossed perpendicularly by two horizontal wings.  
This design was typical for rural hospitals which allowed a maximum of light and ventilation into the 
patient rooms with a central corridor.  With operable windows (originally awning windows and later, 
double-hung sash aluminum windows), the rooms still allowed for natural air to enter into patient rooms, 
although the building also included conditioned air.  

 

Photo 2.  Typical floorplan of 40-bed hospital as shown in Architectural Record, 1948 which is similar to Hampshire Memorial. 
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The design of Hampshire Memorial Hospital’s operating theatre incorporated modern measures such as 
the adoption of using oxygen and anesthesia during surgery which increased the risk of explosions.  The 
architects minimized static electricity through the installation of special tile flooring as well as humidity 
and temperature controls. Mid-century hospitals also used the color green in surgical rooms to reduce 
eye fatigue.17  Hampshire Memorial Hospital also had an audiology room which was a “‘floating’ cubical 
free from vibration.”18  Each patient room also had a modern intercom system to directly connect the 
patients with the nurses.19  Numerous hospital elements were prefabricated and advertised in trade 
magazines such as the cast iron sinks incorporated into the hospital which appeared similar to those 
advertised in the Architectural Record.  

 

Photo 3. Crane Duraclay sink fixtures advertisement, Architectural Record, 1948. 

                                                           
17 https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-
life-and-death-123377, accessed March 3, 2021. 
18 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), January 26, 1959, Page 10. 
19 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), January 26, 1959, Page 10. 

https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
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Photo 4.  Sinks outside the operating theatre, Hampshire Memorial Hospital 

Hampshire Memorial Hospital’s x-ray rooms possessed lead lined walls to protect others not being 
treated. The major operating theatres were also connected to clean-up rooms with sterile “scrub-up” 
areas.  Similar to the original 40-bed hospital design, Hampshire Memorial Hospital also possessed a large 
maternity ward with a nursery and a dedicated delivery room, while the hospital also includes a large 
kitchen, laundry facility and laboratory.  To meet the needs of a fully functional hospital, the Hospital 
administration hired orderlies, laboratory technicians, an ear, nose and throat specialist, pathologist as 
well as a dietician in addition to nurses and doctors.20  

Hampshire Memorial Hospital opened on February 2, 1959 to great local acclaim with Lester Lamb as 
administrator.21  With the exception of its operating theatre, all services of the hospital were available.  
Hampshire Memorial Hospital did not receive a surgeon until May, 1959 with the appointment of Dr. 
Edward Mahoney, resident surgeon.22 

Within four months, however, the community was asked to fund a three-year extension of the levy to 
support the continued operation of the hospital as early patients’ fees did not cover the operating 
costs.23 

                                                           
20 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), August 17, 1958, Page 30. 
21 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), February 1, 1959, Page 25. 
22 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), May 7, 1959, Page 11. 
23 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), July 2, 1959, Page 13. 
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Three years later, a second levy vote was put before Hampshire County residents to continue to fund the 
hospital.  Robert Via, the hospital administrator, stated that the “$75,000 levy is necessary to ensure that 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital will remain open.”24 

The Harris-Hill Amendment in 1964 allowed the community hospitals to continue to accept Federal funds 
in order to modernize the facilities.25   

In 1966, Hampshire Memorial was again threatened with closure.  As a result, the County Court sought to 
transfer administration to a non-profit.  To mitigate closure of the hospital, the Hampshire County Court 
agreed to lease the facility to medical staff who plan to run the hospital as a non-profit.  The hospital had 
been losing between $5,000 and $6,000 each month.26 

Within ten years of the construction of Hampshire Memorial Hospital and within 20 years of the passage 
of the Hill-Burton Act, West Virginia exceeded the national average of hospital beds which was 406 beds 
per 100,000 residents and West Virginia, in 1966, had 465 beds per 100,000 people.27  Only eight other 
states and Washington, DC had more beds.  Within the Act’s first 20 years, more than 84 projects took 
place in West Virginia, creating 4,717 new general hospital beds, 17 general hospitals, five long term care 
facilities, three rehabilitation centers, five public health centers, 8 nursing schools/residences, the State 
Hygienic Laboratory as well as the additions to 45 hospitals.28  These projects occurred throughout the 
state with Charleston Memorial Hospital being the first and largest project in West Virginia, which broke 
ground in 1949.29   

Hampshire Memorial Hospital joined Valley Health in 2008.30  In 2011, a new facility opened and the 
original Hampshire Memorial Hospital closed its doors.  While awaiting a reuse project, it suffered from a 
damaged roof which caused much deterioration to the building.  In 2021, the building is slated to be 
demolished to make way for a new educational facility.    

In 1966, Governor Smith recognized the value of the Hill-Burton program throughout West Virginia, 
saying it “has pioneered in new approaches to improve patient care through research, into the 
development and effective use of health facilities and coordinated planning.  It has been an outstanding 
example of federal, state and local cooperation to improve the health of all our people.”31 

Previous Surveys 
No previous architectural or historical investigations were conducted on the Hampshire Memorial 
Hospital. 

                                                           
24 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), November 30, 1963, Page 9. 
25 Ibid, 18660. 
26 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), April 7, 1966, Page 25. 
27 “Hill-Burton in West Virginia: Cooperation between Federal, State, Local Groups Has Put State Among Nation’s 
Top 100 in Hospital Beds Available For Its Citizens,” by Edward Peeks, Charleston Gazette, August 7, 1966 as found in 
Congressional Record: Proceedings and Debates of the 89th  Congress. United States: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1966, 18659. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 https://www.valleyhealthlink.com/hampshire-memorial-hospital/our-history/, accessed 3/3/2021. 
31 Ibid. 

https://www.valleyhealthlink.com/hampshire-memorial-hospital/our-history/
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Recommendation of Eligibility 
Upon conclusion of field survey, research and documentation, Practical Preservation recommends that 
the Hampshire Memorial Hospital is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A for its association with the Hill-Burton Act and the postwar development of community 
hospitals throughout West Virginia and the nation.  

The building is situated in its original location and still retains its feeling and association of a mid-century 
hospital funded through the Hill-Burton Act.  The design and workmanship of the building remains similar 
to its original architectural plans.  While some materials have been altered over the years including some 
multi-awning aluminum windows replaced with 1/1 double hung sash aluminum windows, a decorative 
stone pillar truncated on the façade and some offices made smaller through the subdivision of space with 
drywall, many original materials remain including tilework, cabinetry, and plumbing fixtures.  Several small 
additions have been added to the rear of the building, but very little has been removed from the original 
building.  Some of the interior materials were also damaged due to the deterioration of the roof. The 
setting has changed somewhat from when the building was originally constructed with the establishment 
of a police barracks, a school, a sewer treatment facility and EMS facility (which includes three buildings), 
however, these structures do not severely detract from the setting.  

The recommended National Register boundary for the Hampshire Memorial Hospital includes its 5.313 
acre tax parcel as recorded in Hampshire County Deed Book 570, page 383 recorded on October 29, 2020 
which excludes .644 acres where the Hampshire County EMS buildings are located. Figure 3 represents 
the boundary on a USGS Topographical Map. 

A WV Historic Property Inventory (HPI) Form to document the resource is included in Appendix A of this 
report. The HPI form includes an intensive photographic documentation of each accessible room within 
the former hospital building excluding the few that were unable to be accessed (including the 
boiler/mechanical room). 

Effects Assessment and Methodology 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that that Federal agencies consider 
the effects of their undertakings on historic properties and afford the WV SHPO a reasonable opportunity 
to comment on such undertakings. These procedures establish guidelines for identifying participants in the 
process, identifying historic properties that may be affected by the proposed undertaking, assessing the 
effects the undertaking may have on historic properties and resolving adverse effects the project may have 
on historic properties. 

Previous Development and Description of Area of Potential Effect 
According to 36 CFR 800: Protection of Historic Properties, the APE is defined as the geographical area 
within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly alter the character or use of historic properties.  
The APE includes resources that may be impacted by project activities, including acquisition of property, 
property easements, and/or visual and audible effects. 

The recommended APE for the Hampshire Memorial Hospital is the 5.313 acre tax parcel that the former 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital is situated upon.  This APE has not yet been approved by SHPO as of the 
date of this report.  
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Continuing Consultation 
Although the eligibility of the Hampshire Memorial Hospital has not yet been determined, in order to 
expedite the project and in case the WV SHPO agrees with the consultant’s eligibility recommendation, 
potential consulting parties have been identified and will be informed by the HCDA of the upcoming 
potential project and invited to offer their comments on the proposed project.  The list of potential 
consulting parties referenced is located in Appendix B. 

Identification of Historic Properties 
Practical Preservation evaluated the former Hampshire Memorial Hospital and recommended it eligible 
for listing in the NRHP by applying the Criteria for Evaluation found in 36 CFR 60.4.  These criteria indicate 
the quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture that is 
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects and possess integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association and: 

 Criterion A: That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or 

 Criterion B: That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

 Criterion C: That embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or 
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

 Criterion D: That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  Thus, properties are listed in the NRHP or determined eligible for listing if they are 
shown to be significant under one or more criteria and if they also retain relevant aspects of 
integrity related to that criterion.  

Results of the Application of Definition of Effect  
The Hampshire Memorial Hospital is recommended eligible for listing in the National Register.  The 
hospital building will be demolished as part of the proposed redevelopment project. 
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Table 1. Results of the Application of Definition of Effect for the Hampshire Memorial Hospital  

Definition of Effect Evaluation 
An Effect may occur when there is alteration 
to the characteristics of a historic property 
qualifying it for inclusion in or eligibility for 
the National Register as defined in Section 
800.16(i). 

The Hampshire Memorial Hospital is recommended 
eligible for the National Register and will be altered as 
part of this proposed project. 
 

Finding The proposed action will have an Effect on the 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital, resulting in a finding of 
Historic Properties Affected. Pursuant to 36 CFR § 
800.11(e), the Criteria of Adverse Effect must be 
applied. 
 

 

Assessing Effects to Historic Properties 
To determine if the identified historic property would be affected by the implementation of the project, an 
architectural historian reviewed documentation for the NRHP recommended eligible resource, reviewed 
potential project plans, and conducted a field visit to the project site in March 2021.   

The historic resource within the APE was identified and evaluated in the field within its context and setting, 
with regard to its identified historic significance and level of retention of historic integrity, and in relation 
to changes to the property or within the vicinity that the project would or may cause.  During the field visits, 
proposed project plans and typical sections were used to evaluate effects.  The Effect assessment was 
based on the Criteria of Adverse Effects as defined in 36 CFR 800.5 “Assessment of Adverse Effects.”  
According to the regulations, the criterion of adverse effect is defined as follows: 

An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly any of the 
characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register 
in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association.  Consideration shall be given to all qualifying characteristics 
of a historic property, including those that may have been identified subsequent to the original 
evaluation of the property’s eligibility for the National Register.  Adverse effects may include 
reasonably foreseeable effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther 
removed in distance, or be cumulative. 

Examples of adverse effects are identified in this part and include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property 

 Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, 
stabilization, hazardous material remediation, and provision of handicapped access, that is 
not consistent with the Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(36CFR68) and applicable guidelines 

 Removal of the property from its historic location 
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 Change of the character of the property’s use or of physical features within the property’s 
setting that contribute to its historic significance 

 Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the 
property’s significant historic features 

 Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and 
deterioration are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance  to 
an Indian tribe or native Hawaiian organization 

 Transfer, lease or sale of property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate 
and legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long term preservation of the 
property’s historic significance.   

National Register of Historic Places Bulletins do not address assessments of effects, as effect evaluations 
are related to the Section 106 process and not the Section 110 process in which the National Register 
guidance is more commonly used.  However, crucial information on integrity assessments (used for 
eligibility determinations) proved helpful as reminders of what each aspect of integrity entails and how 
each aspect relations to the select National Register criteria for eligibility.  As described above, retention of 
relevant aspects of integrity is critical to a property’s significance under the NRHP Criteria of Evaluation 
(NPS 1997).  The seven aspects of integrity are described in the bulletin as follows: 

 Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the 
historic event occurred.  The relationship between the property and its location is often 
important to understanding why the property was created or why something happened.  
The actual location of a historic property, complemented by its setting, is particularly 
important in recapturing the sense of historic events and persons.  

 Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure and 
style of a property.  It results from conscious decisions made during the original conception 
and planning of a property (or its significant alteration) and applies to activities as diverse 
as community planning, engineering, architecture, and landscape architecture.  Design 
includes such elements as organization of space, proportion, scale, technology, 
ornamentation, and materials.  A property’s design reflects historic functions and 
technologies as well as aesthetics.  It includes such consideration as the structural system; 
massing; arrangement of spaces; pattern of fenestration; textures and colors of surface 
materials; type, amount, and style of ornamental detailing; and arrangement and type of 
plantings in a designed landscape. 

Design can also apply to districts, whether they are important primarily for historic 
association, architectural value, information potential, or a combination thereof.  For 
districts significant primarily for historic association or architectural value, design concerns 
more than just the individual buildings or structures located within the boundaries.  It also 
applies to the way in which buildings, sites, or structures are related.   
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 Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.  Whereas location refers to the 
specific place where a property was built or an event occurred, setting refers to the 
character of the place in which the property played its historical role.  It involves how, not 
just where, the property is situated and its relationship to surrounding features and open 
space.  Setting often reflects the basic physical conditions under which a property was built 
and the functions it was intended to serve.  In addition, the way in which a property is 
positioned in its environment can reflect the designer’s concept of nature and aesthetic 
preferences.   

The physical features that constitute the setting of a historic property can be either natural 
or manmade, including such elements as: topographic features (a gorge or the crest of a 
hill); vegetation; simple manmade features (paths or fences) and relationships between 
buildings and other features or open space.  These features and their relationships should 
be examined not only within the exact boundaries of the property, but also between the 
property and its surroundings.  This is particularly important for districts.   

 Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 
period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.  The 
choice and combination of materials reveal the preferences of those who created the 
property and indicate the availability of particular types of materials and technologies.  
Indigenous materials are often the focus of regional building traditions and thereby help 
define and area’s sense of time and place.  A property must retain the key exterior 
materials dating from the period of its historic significance.  If the property has been 
rehabilitated, the historic materials and significant features must have been preserved.   

 Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during 
any given period in history or prehistory.  It is evidence of artisans’ labor and skill in 
constructing or altering a building, structure, object, or site.  Workmanship can apply to 
the property as a whole or to its individual components.  It can be expressed in vernacular 
methods of construction and plain finishes or in highly sophisticated configurations and 
ornamental detailing.  It can be based on common traditions or innovative period 
techniques.  Workmanship is important because it can furnish evidence of the technology 
of a craft, illustrate the aesthetic principles of a historic or prehistoric period, and reveal 
individual, local, regional, or national applications of both technological practices and 
aesthetic principles.   

 Feeling is a property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 
time.  It results from the presence of physical features that, taken together, convey the 
property’s historic character. 

 Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic 
property.  A property retains association if it is the place where the event or activity 
occurred and is sufficiently intact to convey that relationship to an observer.  Like feeling, 



18 
 

association requires the presence of physical features that convey a property’s historic 
character.   

According to How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, different aspects of integrity may 
be more or less relevant dependent on why a specific historic property was listed in or determined eligible 
for listing in the NRHP.  For example, a property that is significant for its historic association (Criteria A or 
B) is eligible if it retains the essential physical features that made up its character or appearance during the 
period of its association with the important event, historical pattern or person.  A property determined 
eligible under Criterion A or B ideally might retain some features of all aspects of integrity, although aspects 
such as design and workmanship might not be as important.   

A property important for illustrating a particular architectural style or construction technique (Criterion C) 
must retain most of the physical features that constitute that style or technique.  A property that has lost 
some of its historic materials or detailing can be eligible if it retains the majority of the features that 
illustrate its style in terms of massing, spatial relationships, proportion, pattern of windows and doors, 
texture of materials and ornamentation.  The property is not eligible; however, if it retains some of the 
basic features conveying it’s massing but has lost the majority of the features that once characterized its 
style.  A property significant under Criterion C must retain the physical features that characterize the type, 
period, or method of construction that the property represents.  Retention of design, workmanship, and 
materials will usually be more important than location, setting, feeling and association.  Location and 
setting will be important; however, for those properties whose design is a reflection of their immediate 
environment (such as designed landscapes and bridges).   

For properties eligible under Criterion D, including archaeological sites and standing structures studied for 
their information potential, less attention is given to their overall condition than if they were being 
considered under Criterion A, B, or C.  For properties eligible under Criterion D, integrity is based upon the 
property’s potential to yield specific data that address important research questions. 

For historic districts to retain integrity as a whole, the majority of the components that make up the 
district’s historic character must possess integrity even if they are individually undistinguishable.  In 
addition, the relationships among the district’s components must be substantially unchanged since the 
period of significance. 

Using the Criteria of Adverse Effect established in 36 CFR 800.5(a)(1) and guidance found in the National 
Register Bulletin How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, the historic property was 
evaluated to determine if the Project would alter any historically significant characteristics or features of 
the historic property by diminishing relevant aspects of that property’s historic integrity.    

For each historic property, a finding has been made regarding the Project’s potential to affect each aspect 
of integrity.  While only one aspect of integrity for a single property may receive a No Adverse Effect or 
Adverse Effect determination, while all other aspects may receive a No Adverse Effect or No Effect 
determinations, the property’s effect determination will correspond with the effect determination that 
accounts for the greatest impact to the overall property.  Following guidelines set forth in 36 CFR 800 and 
supported by information on integrity set forth in the National Register Bulletin How to Apply the National 
Register Criteria for Evaluation, the following findings were used to assess project effects to historic 
properties: 
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 No Effect: Per 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1), an undertaking may be deemed to have no effect to 
historic properties present in the APE, and a finding of “No historic properties affected” 
may be determined for an undertaking.  This finding indicates that an undertaking would 
not alter any aspects of integrity for any individual historic properties.  This rationale has 
been used to assess effects to individual historic properties within the APE. If project 
implementation would not alter a specific aspect of integrity for an individual property, 
then the finding for that aspect of integrity is “No Effect.”  If no aspect of integrity for an 
individual historic property is altered, then the finding for the property itself is “No Effect.” 

 No Adverse Effect: Per 36 CFR 800.5(b), an undertaking may be determined to have “no 
adverse effect” to historic properties if the undertaking’s effects do not meet the criteria 
of adverse effect as described above.  If project implementation would alter a specific 
aspect of integrity for an individual historic property, but the effect would not alter a 
characteristic that qualifies that property for inclusion in the NRHP in a manner that 
diminishes the significant aspect of integrity, than the finding for that aspect of integrity is 
“No Adverse Effect.”  If a finding of “No Adverse Effect” is determined for any aspect of 
integrity for an individual historic property, but no effects are determined to be adverse, 
then the finding for the property itself is “No Adverse Effect.” 

 Adverse Effect: An adverse effect is determined if the undertaking would alter a 
characteristic that qualifies that property for inclusion in the NRHP in a manner that 
diminishes the significant aspect(s) of integrity.  If, after applying the criteria of adverse 
effect to an individual historic property and an adverse effect is determined for one or 
more aspects of integrity, then the finding for the property itself is “Adverse Effect.” 

Based on the type, scope, and magnitude of the Project, potential indirect and cumulative effects to historic 
properties within the project area were considered and assessed. 

Assessment of Effects to Historic Properties 
Table 2. Results of the Application of Criteria of Adverse Effect for the Hampshire Memorial Hospital 

An Adverse Effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the characteristics 
of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register in a manner that 
would diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
or association. Consideration shall be given to all qualifying characteristics of a historic property, 
including those that may have been identified subsequent to the original evaluation of the property’s 
eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places. Adverse effects may include reasonably foreseeable 
effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther removed in distance, or be 
cumulative. 
 
Criteria of Adverse Effect Evaluation 

 
Adverse Effects on historic properties include but 
may not be limited to: 
 

 



20 
 

 (i) Physical destruction of or damage to all or part 
of the property; 
 

The project proposes to remove hazardous 
materials and later demolish the resource.   
Adverse Effect. 

(ii) Alteration of a property, including restoration, 
rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, stabilization, 
hazardous material remediation, and provision for 
handicapped access that is not consistent with the 
Secretary’s Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties (36 CFR Part 68) and applicable 
guidelines; 
 

The project proposes to alter the property 
through the removal and abatement of hazardous 
materials and later demolition.  Adverse Effect. 

(iii) Removal of the property from its historic 
location; 
 

While the abatement of hazardous materials will 
not will cause the property’s removal from its 
historic location, the anticipated demolition will.  
Adverse Effect.  

(iv) Change of the character of the property’s use 
or of physical features within the property’s 
setting that contribute to its historic significance; 
 

The removal of the hazardous materials and 
proposed demolition will change the character of 
the historic property’s use and physical features.  
Adverse Effect.  

(v) Introduction of visual, atmospheric, or audible 
elements that diminish the integrity of the 
property’s significant historic features; 
 

The demolition of the building will diminish the 
property’s visual elements and integrity of the 
properties significant historic features.  Adverse 
Effect.  

(vi) Neglect of a property which causes its 
deterioration, except where such neglect and 
deterioration are recognized qualities of a 
property of religious and cultural significance to 
an Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization; 
and 
 

The building has suffered from deferred 
maintenance from which a major roof leak has 
caused moisture damage.  The future demolition 
of this property will cause an Adverse Effect. 

(vii) Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of 
Federal ownership or control without adequate 
and legally enforceable restrictions or conditions 
to ensure long-term preservation of the 
property’s historic significance. 
 

The property will transfer most likely to the 
Hampshire County Board of Education.   No Effect. 

Finding: The proposed project will result in an Adverse Effect on the Hampshire Memorial Hospital. 

 

Conclusion 
The abatement of hazardous materials and the future demolition of the Hampshire Memorial Hospital is 
recommended to have an Adverse Effect on the historic integrity of the recommended eligible resource.  

Mitigation efforts must be undertaken in conjunction with the WV State Historic Preservation Office.  
Because a comprehensive WV Historic Property Inventory Form has been completed with detailed 
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photographs and original architectural drawings are extant, further documentation of the building is not 
recommended.  Other suggested mitigation efforts may include: 

1. Submitting a digital copy of the original architectural drawings of the former Hampshire 
Memorial Hospital; or 

2. Creating an informative panel with the building’s history to be included in both the proposed 
school building (to be built on the site) as well as at the new hospital site; or 

3. Allowing certain historic features to be removed and/or photographically documented for an 
exhibit at the local library or historical society. 

Summary 
This Determination of Eligibility and Effect Report, prepared for the Hampshire County Development 
Authority, recommended that the Hampshire Memorial Hospital is eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A.  The hazardous material abatement and proposed demolition of the 
former hospital building will cause an Adverse Effect on the recommended eligible historic property.   

No archaeological investigations have been completed to date and were not included as part of this 
evaluation.  It is recommended that an archaeological professional evaluate the site.  
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        Internal Rating: ___________ 
 
 

 WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY 
   INVENTORY FORM 
    

 

Street Address 

549 Center Avenue 

Common/Historic Name/Both 
       O                 X              O 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital 

Field Survey # 
 

Site # (SHPO Only) 
HM-1427 
 

Town or Community 
Romney 

County 
Hampshire 

Negative No. NR Listed Date 
N/A 
 

Architect/Builder 
L.D. Schmidt and Son 
(Fairmont, WV) 

Date of Construction 
Opened February 2, 1959 
 

Style 

Exterior Siding/Materials 
Brick 

Roofing Material 
Tar 
 

Foundation 
Concrete Block 
 

Property Use or Function 
      Residence          O 
      Commercial       O 
      Other                  X 
Hospital- Vacant 

UTM# 
UTM 17N:   693203E; 4358109N 
NAD 83 
 

 

Survey Organization & Date 
Practical Preservation 
March 1, 2021 

Quadrangle Name 
Romney 

Part of What Survey/FR# 
FR-21-299-HM 

Sketch Map of Property 
Or Attach Copy of USGS Map 

Site N
o. 

H
M

-1427 
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Present Owners: Hampshire County Development Authority 
Phone # 

Owners Mailing Address: 
91 South High Street, Romney, WV 26757 
 

Describe Setting: 
See attached. 
                                                                                                                                                       Acreage: 5.313 acres                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  Archaeological Artifacts Present: Unknown 
Description of Building or Site (Original and Present)                                                 1  Stories   12 Front Bays 
   See attached                                                                                                                                         

Alterations                                  If yes, describe: Replacement of aluminum awning windows with 1/1 double hung sash aluminum       
                                                       windows, some interior alteration to original materials and subdividing of interior office space,   
                                                        removal of coffee shop in lobby, removal of interior viewing windows in nursery area, removal of  
                                                        decorative elements on the façade. 
   
Additions                                    If yes, describe: Room on north elevation to extend the solarium, enclosure of loading area  
                                                     with frame and T1-11 siding, brick gabled building to provide additional dining room space on west  
                                                      elevation. 

Describe All Outbuildings: None. 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Statement of Significance:  
Recommended eligible under Criterion A for its association with the development of community hospital facilities as a result of the Hill-
Burton Act.  See attached for further explanation. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                          (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Bibliographical References: 
See attached. 
                                                                                        (Use Continuation Sheets) 
Form Prepared By:    Sandra Scaffidi                                                                                                 Date: March 5, 2021 
 
Name/Organization: Practical Preservation 
Address:  Fairmont, WV 26554 
 
Phone #: 304-314-3773 

 
This program receives federal funds from the National Park Service.  Regulations of the U. S. Department of the Interior prohibit unlawful discrimination in department Federally Assisted 
Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.  Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a 
recipient of Federal Assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 

 Yes         No 

 X 

 Yes         No 

 X
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                            SITE# HM-1427 

 

Description of Setting: 
The Hampshire Memorial Hospital is located in a residential area in North Romney.  The building is situated on 
a flat plateau with an asphalt paved parking area south of the building and a grassy area north and west of the 
building.  A residential educational facility is located north of the former hospital while a state police barracks is 
located immediately to the south.  Emergency Medical Services for Romney are located in buildings to the east 
of the building (on a separate parcel).  The building provides a low, linear silhouette against the landscape.  
 
Description of Building or Site (Original and Present):  
The Hampshire Memorial Hospital is designed with a patriarchal cruciform shape with a long, narrow plan 
crossed perpendicularly by two horizontal wings.  Typical of rural hospitals constructed as part of the Hill-
Burton Act, this building is constructed of concrete block with a brick veneer.  The building is situated on a 
crawlspace with a dirt floor and provides access to the mechanical systems of the one-story building above.  
The pipes appear to be wrapped in asbestos. The flat roof was sealed with a tarry substance that had failed 
over the years and has caused water damage to the interior of the building.   
 
The façade of the building faces south with an off-centered entrance recognizable by a large sliding glass door 
and a protruding limestone façade.  An aluminum awning with hairpin supports is also located on the façade.  
The original plans from 1957 specify a large limestone tower be placed on the façade, but the building no 
longer possesses this distinctive feature.  A date stone marking “1957” is located on the southeast corner of 
the façade.  Signage identifying the building as the Hampshire Memorial Hospital is no longer situated on the 
façade.  The original plans called for 11 multi-light aluminum awning windows on the façade as well as single 
light fixed glass window flanked by awning windows although several of the existing windows have been 
replaced with smaller, 1/1 double hung sash aluminum windows or glass blocks.  Each window has a steel 
lintel and a stone sill and one window opening has been transformed into a door. 
 
The west elevation has had the most additions added to it.  The western elevation has a courtyard which 
originally included a service entrance that has been enclosed with T1-11 siding.  A small, gabled brick dining 
room was also added to this elevation.  A pair of steel security doors are located on the southernmost trunk of 
the elevation.  A single steel security door is on the north side of the ell.  The fenestration within this courtyard 
consists of paired, six-light aluminum awning windows as well as paired, 1/1 double hung sash aluminum 
windows on the south side of the northern ell.  Underneath each window on the northern ell is a small vent. 
 
The northern side of the west elevation has an “L” plan with little ornamentation.  The fenestration consists of 
paired, 1/1 double hung sash aluminum windows and several single 1/1 double-hung sash aluminum windows.  
Most window openings are larger than the replacement windows and have a small vent placed near the 
window.  A single man door is on the west elevation with a sloped awning supported by steel posts. The 
crawlspace is accessed beneath the northwest portion of the building (at the base of the cross) through two 
sets of double man doors.  A small addition was added to the northernmost portion of the building to provide 
additional space for a solarium.  The brick color, type and style matches between the original building and the 
later addition, suggesting that the addition was constructed within 10 years of the original.  
 
The northernmost addition has a slight shed roof and, combined with the sloping topography, enables the 
single level building to appear to have a second level. The fenestration in this addition included 1/1 slider vinyl 
windows on the west side and 1/1/1 slider windows on the northernmost elevation.  At ground level, glass block 
allows sunlight into the crawlspace.  
 
The eastern side of the base of the cross-shaped plan includes a single man door with sloped handicap ramp.  
The fenestration on this elevation includes nine sets of paired, 1/1 double hung sash aluminum windows. An ell  
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                         SITE# HM-1427 
that juts to the east contains a secondary entrance as well as paired and single 1/1 double hung sash 
windows.  The area between the two ells is paved with asphalt. 
 
The eastern facing cross “ell” appears to have had two large window openings bricked in, two windows 
replaced with slightly smaller 1/1 double hung sash aluminum windows and one glass block window.  
 
The southeastern portion of the ell contains an asphalt paved courtyard surrounded on three sides with an 
unadorned brick building.  The fenestration has been replaced with paired and single, 1/1 double hung sash 
aluminum windows.  Some glass block windows remain in place.  Vents are located underneath the windows 
on the main trunk of the building- which included patient rooms.  A recessed entrance is also located on the 
northeastern portion of the courtyard with a large sliding glass door and vestibule.  The overhanging roof is 
supported by a single round metal pole.  This area was reserved for ambulances, according to the original 
architectural drawings.  A single man door and 1/1 double hung sash aluminum window is also located on the 
southeastern portion of the façade.  The fenestration throughout the building has metal lintels and stone sills 
except on the northernmost addition which has brick sills.  The entrance is topped with an aluminum awning 
supported by round metal posts.  
 
The interior of the building can be broken down into Units A, B, and C.  Unit A is the southernmost portion of 
the building which has a truncated cross shape and serves as the administration and mechanical section of the 
building.  Within the east-west portion of the unit, are the lobby and waiting area, business offices, medical 
records rooms, central storage areas, public restrooms, as well as the laundry, boiler room and linen area. A 
centralized corridor runs east-west through Unit A.  Running perpendicular to the main hallway is an area that 
originally contained a laboratory, the radiology area, the emergency department with a small operating room on 
the east side and a large kitchen and dining area on the west side.  According to the historic architectural 
drawings, the lobby contained a coffee shop with diner seating and multiple stools, but this has since been 
removed. The flooring in the lobby and corridor of Unit A consists generally of 12 inch linoleum tile.  The small 
bathrooms in the lobby each contain a small sink and a toilet, separated by a large piece of marble.  The 
flooring in the public bathrooms are tile with a tile wainscoting around the room.  Some offices contain 
commercial carpeting.  The exterior and interior walls appear to be constructed of plaster skim-coated over 
concrete block.  Chair-rails extend along the hallways and a dropped ceiling extends throughout the corridor 
and office space.  Some offices have been divided with 2x4 drywall-clad walls.  The X-Ray area has lead-lined 
walls with plaster ceilings.  The kitchen area appears to have fluorescent lighting added to accompany the 
dropped ceilings. Unit A appears to be the most altered interior area in the building, however, the mechanical 
areas (able to be accessed) including the laundry appear to have minimal changes.  
 
The rooms with the most integrity appear to be the surgical or sterile rooms which contain small, one inch 
glazed tile floors, a high, four-inch square tile wainscoting, metal cabinetry with glass doors and enamel coated 
porcelain sinks.  Some cabinets contained stainless steel countertops. The lighting in the surgical rooms is 
bright naturally thanks to large glass block windows and the reflection off the glazed tile. Original doors to the 
operating theatre were composed of solid wood with a 12-inch square glass window.  The original flooring 
contained obtuse angled tile baseboard around the surgical rooms and corridors clad in one-inch square 
glazed tiles.   
 
Unit B runs east-west mid-way through the building.  A centralized nurses’ station still exists at the juncture of 
Unit B and adjacent Unit C.  The western-side of Unit B was originally dedicated to the maternity ward and 
nursery.  The east side of Unit B was bifurcated into two areas which contained the major operating theatre 
and delivery area.  Each area contained sterilized and non-sterilized equipment and storage areas. The 
surgical rooms also contained a pressure control valve as well as an in-wall refrigeration unit. The operating 
theatres had no natural sunlight and instead were illuminated with fluorescent lighting.  The walls and ceiling in  
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WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                                SITE# HM-1427 
the operating room and delivery room are clad in plaster and 4-inch tile clad walls with the small, glazed one-
inch square tile on the floors and angled baseboards. The hallways are wide with tile flooring as well as a 
dropped ceiling. The west side of the delivery area has been divided with drywall to create additional storage 
areas.  The rooms dedicated to the maternity ward (on the east side of the unit) have 12 inch asbestos tile 
flooring and plaster coated walls.  The ceilings are dropped and the windows are at times adorned with 
curtains.   The original in-room bathrooms contain yellow and green tile and marble bathroom stalls.  The 
patient rooms themselves are unadorned with white walls, dropped ceilings, asbestos tile floors and blinds on 
the windows.  Each area within the patient room where the bed was to be located contained a small wall-
mounted horizontal fluorescent light. Utility areas are located sporadically throughout the corridor and include 
large square toilets and machinery such as the “aero-flush” to meet the needs of a busy hospital.  
 
Unit C runs in a north-south direction and contains general patient rooms.  A central hallway connects to the 
nurses’ station with access into each patient room; some of which include bathrooms.  A second nurses’ 
station is located in the center of Unit C. A solarium addition was added to the northernmost region and 
contains walls clad in drywall and paired slider windows.  The angled ceiling is clad in drywall with integrated 
florescent lighting.  This room has a small kitchenette and major water damage.  
 
Patient rooms on either side of the central corridor are unadorned with white painted walls, 12-inch asbestos 
floor tile, integrated metal lockers for patient use and small private bathrooms.  The original bathrooms contain 
the ubiquitous yellow tile wainscoting and floor while the newer bathrooms have fiberglass shower inserts. It 
appears that several patient rooms have been remodeled to allow for the addition of personal restroom 
facilities.  The corridor in Unit C has a wooden chair/hand-rail that does not appear original to the building.  The 
ceiling in the hallways are clad in dropped ceilings, which may have been added to accommodate a fire 
suppression system.  
 
Unit C also contained a second nurses’ station as well as a lounge area for medical staff.  The cabinetry and 
design details suggest a 1980s remodel.  A steel door also leads to the exterior on the east elevation.   
  
Statement of Significance: 
 
In the 1950s, Romney and the surrounding countryside in Hampshire County remained very rural with much of 
its population involved in the agricultural sector.  The nearest hospitals at the time were located in Cumberland, 
Maryland or Winchester, Virginia; both nearly one hour distance by automobile. Hampshire County 
representatives recognized a need to provide residents with access to quality medical care in the region and 
participated in a Federal-state initiative to improve the healthcare of Hampshire County.   
 
The Hampshire County Court (which was a precursor to the Hampshire County Commission) sought to rectify 
the lack of a medical facility by establishing a hospital within the County. After meeting with a group of 
Hampshire County citizens which included local physicians, nurses and dentists, as well as L.D. Smith, 
identified as a “Hospital Architect of Fairmont,” the County Court agreed to move forward with the project.1   A 
resolution was passed on October 22, 1955 to establish a 40 bed hospital in Romney, if Federal funds could be 
secured.2  In January, 1956, county residents approved the first levy to support construction of the hospital.  
H.F. Smith, President of the Hampshire County Court, secured 5.64 acres of land in north Romney from the 
State Board of Education in 1956 (formerly lands belonging to the WV School for the Deaf and Blind).3  The  

                                                 
1 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), October 23, 1955, page 18. 
2 The Raleigh Register, (Beckley, WV) November 9, 1955, Page 1. 
3 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland Maryland), April 1, 1956, page 30. 
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Hampshire County Court applied for and received a federal grant for $439,200 to support the construction of a 
40 bed hospital which had a total estimated cost of $720,000.4   
 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital was a recipient of this funding through the Federal Hospital Survey and 
Construction Act of 1946, and commonly referred to as the Hill-Burton Act, which originally provided specific 
funds for the construction of hospital facilities in areas that were underserved.5  As a result of a lack of 
investment in health care during the Great Depression and later, World War II, it was estimated that there was 
a deficit of 900,000 hospital beds throughout the United States.6  The Federal Hospital Survey and 
Construction Act aimed to address the looming health care crisis as well as provide work for the thousands of 
soldiers returning to the United States.  The program was a partnership between the Federal government and 
each state through a designated state agency.7  In West Virginia, that agency was the West Virginia 
Department of Health.  The survey identified hospital needs and the state agency administered Federal funds 
to address that need.8  As a result, most early funding went to rural and/or impoverished communities.  As a 
result of accepting this funding, the US Public Health Service required that recipients followed design and 
equipment standards to ensure the establishment of modern hospitals.9 
 
The original Hill-Burton Act determined the need for investment in medical facilities based on the number (4.5) 
of hospital beds per each 1,000 person population; this ratio skewed the needs of each community and 
especially hurt inner-city urban areas who were not eligible for funding because they had numerous beds, 
although oftentimes they were in obsolete facilities.10  The original Hill-Burton Act prioritized rural areas with 
the goal to establish 30-50 bed hospitals in less financially secure communities, of which West Virginia had 
many.  An additional early failure of this policy was that it codified racial segregation in these federally 
subsidized hospitals, until the law was challenged in Federal court in 1963 and repealed in the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964.11 
 
The Federal act also mandated the design of the facility catered to “hospital services and not solely 
architectural attractiveness.  A well designed project will have both, plus economy features relating to 
operations.  The design should be such as to permit flexibility to meet changing medical care trends as these 
relate to physical features.”12  The standards also include the use of color (not for decorative reasons), air- 

                                                 
4 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), July 20, 1956, page 28. 
5 Jeanne Kisacky, “An Architectural History of Community Hospitals,” AMA Journal of Ethics, 2019; 21 (3):E288-296, 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, accessed March 1, 2021. 
6 Labor-Health, Education, and Welfare Appropriations for 1956, Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the Committee of 
Appropriations, United States Senate, 84th Congress, First Session on H.R. 5046. United States: n.p., 1955, 352. 
7 Judith and Lestor Lave, “The Hospital Construction Act: An Evaluation of the Hill-Burton Act,” https://www.aei.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/The-Hospital-Construction-Act-Text.pdf?x91208, accessed March 1, 2021. 
8 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, accessed March 1, 
2021. 
9 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, accessed March 1, 
2021. 
10 J. Kisacky, https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03, accessed March 1, 
2021, page 9. 
11 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-health-care-
transformation, March 2, 2021. 
12 Labor-Health, Education, and Welfare Appropriations for 1956, Hearings Before the Subcommittee of the Committee of 
Appropriations, United States Senate,  84th Congress, First Session on H.R. 5046. United States: n.p., 1955, 352. 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/The-Hospital-Construction-Act-Text.pdf?x91208
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/The-Hospital-Construction-Act-Text.pdf?x91208
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/architectural-history-us-community-hospitals/2019-03
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-health-care-transformation
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/10/02/495775518/a-bygone-era-when-bipartisanship-led-to-health-care-transformation
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conditioning, and modern medical equipment such as x-ray machines, pathology and a television in the 
operating room.13 
 
The modern development of hospitals moved toward a reliance on efficiency and the use of medical 
interventions such as penicillin rather than fresh air and sunlight as was the case in some mid-century 
European hospitals.14  
In 1948, there was an effort amongst architects and the US Public Health Service to create a typical plan for 
different size hospitals to work in conjunction with each other.  Called the Coordinated Hospital System, this 
plan incorporated teaching/research hospitals with district hospitals, rural health centers, and local health 
centers to create a comprehensive approach to medical facility design and access.15   The typical 40-bed 
general hospital plan allowed for future expansion without the need for complete remodeling.16  This plan also 
was amongst the most economical, with all services centered around the nurses’ station.    
 
A magazine called the Architectural Record shared typical designs for hospitals and health care facilities of 
which laid out exactly the dimensions and floorplans necessary to achieve a functional, efficient and modern 
medical facility which are illustrated on the following page.  These plans allowed local architects to add minor 
details or aesthetic flourishes to an already proven plan.   
 

 
Photo 1. A typical 40-bed hospital design, 1948 as found in Architectural Record. Note the similar plan to Hampshire Memorial. 

 
Architect L.D. Schmidt and Son of Fairmont designed the new 40 bed hospital in 1957 which was laid out in a 
Patriarchal cruciform shape with a long, narrow plan crossed perpendicularly by two horizontal wings.  This 
design was typical for rural hospitals which allowed a maximum of light and ventilation into the patient rooms 
with a central corridor.  With operable windows (originally awning windows and later, double-hung sash 
aluminum windows), the rooms still allowed for natural air to enter into patient rooms, although the building 
also included conditioned air.  

                                                 
13 Ibid, 352. 
14 https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377, 
accessed March 3, 2021. 
15 Architectural Record, Vol. 103, No. 1, as found in https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf, page 93 
16 Architectural Record, Vol. 103, No. 1, as found in https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf, page 98. 

https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf
https://usmodernist.org/AR/AR-1948-01.pdf
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Photo 2.  Typical floorplan of 40-bed hospital as shown in Architectural Record, 1948 which is similar to Hampshire Memorial. 

 
The design of Hampshire Memorial Hospital’s operating theatre incorporated modern measures such as the 
adoption of using oxygen and anesthesia during surgery which increased the risk of explosions.  The architects 
minimized static electricity through the installation of special tile flooring as well as humidity and temperature 
controls. Mid-century hospitals also used the color green in surgical rooms to reduce eye fatigue.17  Hampshire 
Memorial Hospital also had an audiology room which was a “‘floating’ cubical free from vibration.”18  Each 
patient room also had a modern intercom system to directly connect the patients with the nurses.19  Numerous 
hospital elements were prefabricated and advertised in trade magazines such as the cast iron sinks 
incorporated into the hospital which appeared similar to those advertised in the Architectural Record. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                 
17 https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377, 
accessed March 3, 2021. 
18 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), January 26, 1959, Page 10. 
19 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), January 26, 1959, Page 10. 

https://theconversation.com/from-army-barracks-to-shopping-malls-how-hospital-design-has-been-a-matter-of-life-and-death-123377
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Photo 3. Crane Duraclay sink fixtures advertisement, Architectural Record, 1948. 

 
Photo 4.  Sinks outside the operating theatre, Hampshire Memorial Hospital 

 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital’s x-ray rooms possessed lead lined walls to protect others not being treated. The 
major operating theatres were also connected to clean-up rooms with sterile “scrub-up” areas.  Similar to the 
original 40-bed hospital design, Hampshire Memorial Hospital also possessed a large maternity ward with a  
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nursery and a dedicated delivery room, while the hospital also includes a large kitchen, laundry facility and 
laboratory.  To meet the needs of a fully functional hospital, the Hospital administration hired orderlies, 
laboratory technicians, an ear, nose and throat specialist, pathologist as well as a dietician in addition to nurses 
and doctors.20  
 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital opened on February 2, 1959 to great local acclaim with Lester Lamb as 
administrator.21  With the exception of its operating theatre, all services of the hospital were available.  
Hampshire Memorial Hospital did not receive a surgeon until May, 1959 with the appointment of Dr. Edward 
Mahoney, resident surgeon.22 
 
Within four months, however, the community was asked to fund a three-year extension of the levy to support 
the continued operation of the hospital as early patients’ fees did not cover the operating costs.23 
Three years later, a second levy vote was put before Hampshire County residents to continue to fund the 
hospital.  Robert Via, the hospital administrator, stated that the “$75,000 levy is necessary to ensure that 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital will remain open.”24 
 
The Harris-Hill Amendment in 1964 allowed the community hospitals to continue to accept Federal funds in 
order to modernize the facilities.25   
 
In 1966, Hampshire Memorial was again threatened with closure.  As a result, the County Court sought to 
transfer administration to a non-profit.  To mitigate closure of the hospital, the Hampshire County Court agreed 
to lease the facility to medical staff who plan to run the hospital as a non-profit.  The hospital had been losing 
between $5,000 and $6,000 each month.26 
 
Within ten years of the construction of Hampshire Memorial Hospital and within 20 years of the passage of the 
Hill-Burton Act, West Virginia exceeded the national average of hospital beds which was 406 beds per 100,000 
residents and West Virginia, in 1966, had 465 beds per 100,000 people.27  Only eight other states and 
Washington, DC had more beds.  Within the Act’s first 20 years, more than 84 projects took place in West 
Virginia, creating 4,717 new general hospital beds, 17 general hospitals, five long term care facilities, three 
rehabilitation centers, five public health centers, 8 nursing schools/residences, the State Hygienic Laboratory 
as well as the additions to 45 hospitals.28  These projects occurred throughout the state with Charleston 
Memorial Hospital being the first and largest project in West Virginia, which broke ground in 1949.29   
Hampshire Memorial Hospital joined Valley Health in 2008.30  In 2011, a new facility opened and the original 
Hampshire Memorial Hospital closed its doors.  While awaiting a reuse project, it suffered from a damaged roof  

                                                 
20 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), August 17, 1958, Page 30. 
21 Cumberland Sunday Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), February 1, 1959, Page 25. 
22 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), May 7, 1959, Page 11. 
23 Cumberland Evening Times, (Cumberland, Maryland), July 2, 1959, Page 13. 
24 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), November 30, 1963, Page 9. 
25 Ibid, 18660. 
26 The Cumberland News, (Cumberland, Maryland), April 7, 1966, Page 25. 
27 “Hill-Burton in West Virginia: Cooperation between Federal, State, Local Groups Has Put State Among Nation’s Top 100 in Hospital 
Beds Available For Its Citizens,” by Edward Peeks, Charleston Gazette, August 7, 1966 as found in Congressional Record: 
Proceedings and Debates of the 89th  Congress. United States: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1966, 18659. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 https://www.valleyhealthlink.com/hampshire-memorial-hospital/our-history/, accessed 3/3/2021. 

https://www.valleyhealthlink.com/hampshire-memorial-hospital/our-history/
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which caused much deterioration to the building.  In 2021, the building is slated to be demolished to make way 
for a new educational facility.    
 
In 1966, Governor Smith recognized the value of the Hill-Burton program throughout West Virginia, saying it 
“has pioneered in new approaches to improve patient care through research, into the development and 
effective use of health facilities and coordinated planning.  It has been an outstanding example of federal, state 
and local cooperation to improve the health of all our people.”31 
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Photo 5.  Facade, south elevation, facing north 

 

 
Photo 6.  Detail of facade, facing northwest 
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Photo 7.  West elevation, facing east 

 

 
Photo 8.  West elevation, facing east 
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Photo 9.  North- Northwest elevation, facing east 

 

 
Photo 10.  East elevation, facing south 
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Photo 11.  East elevation, facing northwest 

 
Photo 12.  East elevation, facing southwest 
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Photo 13.  Foyer, facing south 

 

 
Photo 14. Lobby area, facing northwest 
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Photo 15. Registration area, facing east 

 

 
Photo 16.  Hallway, Unit A, facing east 
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Photo 17.  Interior view of reception desk, facing west 

 

 
Photo 18.  Interior business office, facing southeast 
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Photo 19. Interior staff room, window detail, facing southwest 

 

 
Photo 20.  Staff bathroom, facing south 
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Photo 21.  Administrator's Office, facing northeast 

 

 
Photo 22.  Secretary's Office, facing north 
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Photo 23.  Former medical records office, facing north 

 

 
Photo 24.  Former pharmacy room, facing west 
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Photo 25.  Unit A hallway, facing west from lobby 

 

 
Photo 26.  Originally central storage room, facing northeast 
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Photo 27.  Former medical storage room, facing north 

 

 
Photo 28.  Former medical storage room, facing west 
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Photo 29.  Medical records storage, facing north 

 

 
Photo 30.  Former sewing room, facing north 
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Photo 31.  Laundry facility, facing west 

 

 
Photo 32.  Laundry facilities, facing west 
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Photo 33.  Additional laundry area, facing north 

 

 
Photo 34.  Additional laundry area, facing northeast.  Note the formerly exterior door and window. 
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Photo 35.  Enclosed service entrance, facing east 

 

 
Photo 36.  Formerly soiled linen area, currently emergency exit area, facing south 
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Photo 37.  Formerly furniture storage area, facing south 

 

 
Photo 38. Formerly men's locker room, facing south 
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Photo 39.  Bathroom inside former men's locker room  

(not shown, shower enclosure on left side of sink), facing southeast 
 

 
Photo 40.  Janitorial closet, facing south 
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Photo 41.  Female locker room, facing south. Note bathroom on right side of photo 

 

 
Photo 42.  Bathroom in female locker room, facing west.  Note, shower on right side of sink not shown. 
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Photo 43.  Former coffee shop, facing south 

 

 
Photo 44.  Hallway, Unit A, facing north 
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Photo 45. Former laboratory/ x-ray room, facing northeast 

 
Photo 46. Bathroom in x-ray area, facing west 
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Photo 47. X-ray developing area, facing north 

 
Photo 48. Radiology room, facing east 
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Photo 49. Bathroom in former exam room, facing south 

 
Photo 50. Office area (former waiting room), facing south 
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Photo 51. Former exam room, facing east 

 
Photo 52. Former exam room, facing west 
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Photo 53. Former operating room, facing south 

 
Photo 54. Exit to former ambulance area, facing east 
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Photo 55. Former vestibule area outside Unit B, facing north 

 
Photo 56. Former emergency room, facing east 
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Photo 57. Entry of emergency room, facing west 

 
Photo 58. Unit A hallway, facing south toward lobby 
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Photo 59. Janitor’s closet, facing west 

 
Photo 60.  Dishwashing Room, facing west 
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Photo 61. Kitchen area, facing southwest 

 
Photo 62. Kitchen, facing north 
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Photo 63. Dining room addition, facing northwest  

 
Photo 64. Dining room with kitchen access portal, facing east 
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Photo 65. Custodial room, facing west. 

 
Photo 66. Former staff dining room, facing west 

End of Unit A 
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Photo 67. Unit B hallway, facing east 

 
Photo 68. Storage/ emergency room area, facing northeast 
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Photo 69. Emergency room ambulance entry, facing east 

 

 
Photo 70. Emergency room area, facing southeast 
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Photo 71. Entry into surgical ward, facing east 

 

 
Photo 72. Janitorial closet, facing south 
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Photo 73. Door to prep room; note the tile floor basemolding. 

 

 
Photo 74. Surgical prep room, facing south 
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Photo 75. Operating room, facing south 

 
Photo 76. Operating room, facing southwest 
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Photo 77. Operating room, facing southeast 

 

 
Photo 78. Operating room, facing north 
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Photo 79. Sinks in hallway/scrub-up area, facing south 

 

 
Photo 80. Major operating theatre, facing east 
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Photo 81. Major operating theatre, facing northwest 

 
Photo 82. Sub-sterile room, facing northwest 
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Photo 83. Sub-sterile room, facing southwest 

 

 
Photo 84. Instrument storage, facing east 



 

52 
 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                                       SITE# HM-1427 

 
Photo 85.  Surgical hallway, facing west 

 

 
Photo 86. Surgical pressurizer (rear of image 82), facing south 
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Photo 87. Doorway cut through central block hall, later addition, facing south 

 

 
Photo 88. Surgical storage, facing east 



 

54 
 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                                       SITE# HM-1427 

 
Photo 89. Delivery room, facing south 

 

 
Photo 90. Delivery room, facing north 
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Photo 91. Washroom, facing west 

 
Photo 92. Adjacent room, facing southwest 
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Photo 93. Old versus new room, facing north 

 

 
Photo 94. Clean-up room, facing north 
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Photo 95. Clean-up room facing south 
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Photo 96. Labor room, facing north 

 

 
Photo 97. Labor room, facing south 
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Photo 98. Women’s locker room, facing north 

 

 
Photo 99. Women’s locker room, facing north (shower to the left of the sink not shown) 
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Photo 100. Former Doctor’s locker room, facing north (Bathroom with shower behind door) 

 

 
Photo 101. Nurses’ circulation desk, facing northwest 
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Photo 102. Maternity Ward, facing west 

 

 
Photo 103. Room, facing south 
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Photo 104. Patient Room, facing west 

 
Photo 105. Patient Room, facing northwest 
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Photo 106. Patient room, facing south 

 
Photo 107. Bathroom in patient room, facing west 
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Photo 108. Janitorial closet, facing north 

 

 
Photo 109. Patient bath, facing north 
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Photo 110. Patient bath, facing east 

 

 
Photo 111. Patient room, facing north 
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Photo 112.  Patient room, facing south 

 

 
Photo 113. Patient room, facing north 
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Photo 114. Patient room, facing south 

 

 
Photo 115. Patient room, facing north 
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Photo 116. Patient room, facing east 

 

 
Photo 117. Patient room bathroom, facing south 
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Photo 118. Exit door, facing west 

 

 
Photo 119. Storage closet, facing south 
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120. Storage closet, facing north 

 

 
121. Former “Suspect Nursery,” facing west 
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122.  Former work room, facing south 

 

 
123. Former nursery, facing south 
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124. Former nursery, facing northeast 

 
125. Former nursery, facing southwest 
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126. Utility area, facing north 

 

 
127. Square toilet possibly for dumping bed pans, facing northeast 
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Photo 128. Aero-Flush, facing east 

 

 
Photo 129. Sink basin, facing south 



 

75 
 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney                                                                       SITE# HM-1427 

 
Photo 130. Women’s Restroom, facing north 

 

 
Photo 131. Patient room, facing north 
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Photo 132. Patient bathroom, facing east  

 
Photo 133. Former bottle washing area, pharmacy 

End of Unit B 
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Photo 134. Solarium, facing east 

 

 
Photo 135. Solarium addition, facing north 
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Photo 136.  Solarium, facing west 

 

 
Photo 137. Solarium, facing south 
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Photo 138. Patient room, facing southwest 

 

 
Photo 139. Patient room bathroom, facing south 
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Photo 140. Patient Room, facing west 

 

 
Photo 141. Patient room, facing east 
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Photo 142. Patient bathroom, facing south 

 

 
Photo 143.  Patient room, facing west 
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Photo 144. Patient bathroom, facing east 

 

 
Photo 145. Patient room, facing east 
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Photo 146. Patient bathroom, facing east 

 

 
Photo 146. Patient room, facing west 
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Photo 147. Patient room, facing southeast 

 

 
Photo 148. Patient bathroom facing south 
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Photo 149. Linen room, facing west 

 

 
Photo 150. Patient bathroom, facing west 
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Photo 151. Patient room, facing southwest 

 

 
Photo 152. Patient room, facing southwest 
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Photo 153. Corridor, facing west 

 

 
Photo 154. Storage, facing west 
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Photo 155.  Patient room, facing south 

 

 
Photo 156.  Patient room, facing west 
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Photo 157. Four person patient room, facing south 

 

 
Photo 158. Four person patient room, facing southwest 
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Photo 159. Four person patient room, facing northwest 

 

 
Photo 160.  Patient bathrooms, facing south 
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Photo 161. Patient bathroom, facing east 

 

 
Photo 162. Patient bathroom, facing east 
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Photo 163. Patient room, facing southeast 

 

 
Photo 164. Patient room, facing east 
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Photo 165. Storage closet, facing west 

 

 
Photo 166. Janitorial closet, facing west 
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Photo 167.  Corridor of Unit C merging into Unit B, facing south 

 

 
Photo 168.  Patient room, facing northwest 
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Photo 169. Storage closet, facing north 

 

 
Photo 170.  Corridor of Unit C, facing north 
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Photo 171.  Exit corridor, facing east 

 

 
Photo 172.  Patient room, facing east 
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Photo 173. Patient room, facing northwest 

 

 
Photo 174. Patient room, facing east 
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Photo 175. Patient room, facing west 

 

 
Photo 176.  Patient bathroom, facing south 
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Photo 177. Patient room, facing northeast 

 

 
Photo 178. Patient room, facing southwest 
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Photo 179. Patient bathroom, facing north 

 

 
Plate 180.  Corridor, facing north 
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Photo 181.  Break room, facing east 

 

 
Photo 182.  Lunch room kitchen, facing north 
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Photo 183. Nurses’ station, facing east 

 

 
Photo 184. Nurses’ station, facing west 



 

103 
 

WEST VIRGINIA HISTORIC PROPERTY FORM  
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
NAME: 549 Center Avenue, Romney, WV                                                       SITE# HM-1427 

 
Photo 185. Nurses’ bathroom, facing south 

 

 
Photo 186. Patient room, facing northeast 
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Photo 187.  Patient room, facing northwest.   

Note the hidden locker due to the addition of a bathroom. 

 
Photo 188.  Patient bathroom, facing north. 
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Photo 189.  Janitorial closet, facing east 

 

 
Photo 190.  Patient room, facing northeast 
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Photo 191.  Patient room, facing southeast 

 

 
Photo 192.  Patient bathroom, facing west 
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Photo 193.  Patient room, facing southeast 

 

 
Photo 194.  Patient room, facing north 
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Photo 195. Patient bathroom, facing south 

 

 
Photo 196. Laboratory, facing north 
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Photo 197.  Basement crawlspace, facing east 

 

 
Photo 198. Crawlspace, facing south 
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.  
Photo 199.  Crawlspace, facing southeast 

 
Photo 200.   Crawlspace, facing south 
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Hampshire Memorial Hospital  
Proposed National Register Boundary Map 

FIGURE 2NTS 

North

549 Center Avenue, Romney, WV 
Hampshire County 

Tax Parcel 8-5-56 
Hampshire County Deed Book 549, Book 182 (5.313 acres) 
Exclusive of property deeded in Deed Book 570, Page 383 (.636 acres) 
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Appendix B 
Potential Consulting Parties Identified 



Potential Consulting Parties 
 
Danielle LaPresta 
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia 
421 Davis Avenue, #4 
Elkins, WV 26241 
 
City of Romney 
Historic Landmarks Commission 
340 East Main Street 
Romney, WV 26757  
 
Hampshire County Historic Landmarks Commission 
Hampshire County Courthouse 
Court Room 
19 East Main Street 
Romney, WV 26757 
 
Hampshire County Historical Society 
PO Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704 
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Original Historic Architectural Drawings 
L.D. Smith and Son, 1957 
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